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Green Space Sell Off 

Save Our Green Spaces - Liverpool is an umbrella organisation 
committed to supporting the various community groups that have 
formed across Liverpool with the aim of saving local greenspace. We 
oppose Liverpool City Council's plans to sell off the city's parks and 
the dozens of suburban green-spaces to Liverpool’s preferred house-
builders, such as Redrow for ‘executive’ homes. 

The City Council claim Liverpool has too many parks and too much 
greenspace for our present population and no money to maintain 
them. Mayor Anderson claims the land sales will help balance the 
budget but this is not a legal reason for selling greenspace. He 
doesn’t mention that government regulations mean half the money 
must go to central government and what's left is not allowed to be 
used for maintenance. 

To help save on maintenance costs and identify building land a 
Mayoral Green & Open Space Review Board has been set-up, 
chaired by Simon O'Brien, whose members include four on the 
council payroll. The Board has also been asked to research 
innovative ideas from the community - that could relieve the council of 
the financial burden of maintaining the city's remaining greenspace.  

SOGS are categorically opposed to the selling of green-space for 
cash. Our urban parks and green-spaces are precious community 
resources to be protected for future generations. If greenspace was 
not available to property developers, the ample brownfield sites 
throughout the city would become deliverable for various 
developments. Open green spaces are irreplaceable - to retain them 
with reduced maintenance is far better than losing them altogether.  
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SOGS Liverpool - greenspace campaigners demonstration 

at St Lukes Church on 28 February 2015 
 
 
Notes to editor:  
 
The Council’s over-ambitious target (up to 2028) to build 40,950* 
houses is why property developers can claim there’s not enough 
brownfield sites - so they can first plunder the city’s highly profitable 
green-space. The latest official government projections show a lower 
figure of 24,000** for housing need, in the same period. If this realistic 
target for housing was adopted by Liverpool City Council then the 
ample brownfield sites throughout Liverpool could become 
deliverable for the city’s needs. 

* LCC’s latest published Core Strategy commits to build 40,950 new   
   homes between 2011 and 2028 
  
**Figures from Department for Communities and Local Government  
   (updated 17 February 2015) 
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